THE   BISTORT   OF   SPIRITUALISM

After depending upon my senses, as to these various
phases of the phenomenon, I invoked the aid of science,
and, with the assistance of an accomplished electrician
and his machinery, and eight or ten intelligent, educated,
shrewd persons, examined the matter. We pursued our
inquiries many days, and established to our satisfaction
two things : first, that the sounds were not produced by
the agency of any person present or near us ; and, second,
that they were not forthcoming at our will and pleasure.

He deals faithfully with the alleged " exposures "
in newspapers, some of which at long intervals are
true indictments of some villain, but which usually are
greater deceptions, conscious or unconscious, of the
public than the evils which they profess to attack.
Thus :

While these things were going on, there appeared in
the newspapers various explanations and " exposures of
the humbug," as they were termed. I read them with
care, in the expectation of being assisted in my researches,
and I could not but smile at once at the rashness and the
futility of the explanations. For instance, while certain
learned professors in Buffalo were congratulating themselves
on having detected it in the toe and knee joints, the mani-
festations in this city changed to ringing a bell placed
under the table. They were like the solution lately given
by a learned professor in England, who attributes the tip-
ping of tables to a force in the hands which are laid upon
them, overlooking the material fact that tables quite as
frequently move when there is no hand upon them*

Having dealt with the objectivity of the pheno-
mena, the Judge next touched upon the more import-
ant question of their source. He commented upon
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